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cutting off retreat. Nothing remained but boldly to fulfil
his task; and from it he did not flinch.
"Advancing to the centre of the room," he says, "I
declared that I came to sell them the Word of God, and
announced that I could give the whole Bible for threepence
and the New Testament for a penny.59 But these revellers
would hear of no payment. "Come, old fellow, chuck 'em
out!35 shouted one. "None of yer palaver; let's have the
books!53 roared another. Barnardo was adamant: "I was
determined not to part with the books unless I received
payment; and leaping upon the table in the centre of the
room I appealed to them to deal fairly by me, adding that
these books cost me exactly double what I was selling them for,
and that therefore they ought to pay like honest men for
what they wanted." Argument was futile. In answer came
another chorus: "Chuck 'im down!" "Bonnet 'im!" "Put
'im out!" Yet, temporarily, presence of mind saved the
situation. As at the "penny gaff" he volunteered a solo;
and all joined uproariously in the chorus. But such ex-
pedients could not long stave off the madness of this drunken
crew. Crowding around the table, they tumbled it over,
plunging their victim headlong on the floor.
This proved the signal for further ribaldry. Before Bar-
nardo could gain his feet, several youths grabbed the table,
and, placing it, legs upward, on his body, began to dance
upon it a "devil's tattoo". The result may be imagined.
The Bible-seller was removed to his lodgings unconscious:
examination showed that everywhere his flesh was bruised;
and two of his ribs were broken. Yet, from his own description,
no ill effects ensued: "I was not dangerously injured and
after the exhaustion of the shock had passed, and firm
bandages had been applied, I felt but little inconvenience
from the fracture, although it was quite six weeks before
I regained my strength."
On recovering consciousness, Barnardo was waited upon
by a policeman to know if he would prosecute the ring-